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Amendment: to the Claims: 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 



pellicle frame and an inner pellicle frame; 

ll£iL^J29-_^ e fr ame , and the 

inner p ellicl e frame above a glass transition te mperature of the 



.^Jr5.^ ?.!L. i?.?. s -.t..... .?-.?_?.. ot t h e outer pe llicle frame 

and the inner p el 1 i c 1 e_ f rape ; 

placing a polymer layer between a reticle and a selected 
one of the outer pellicle frame and the inner pellicle frame; 
and 

heating the polymer layer to a pre -determined temperature 
to attach the reticle to the selected pellicle frames 

wherein the inner pellicle frame has a lo wer coef f i cient of 
t he r ma 1 expans ion than the outer pelli cle frame and the polymer 
layer . 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the polymer 
layer has a melting point between about 60 to 150 degrees 
Celsius . 



(Currently Amended} A method comprising: 



placing meefea 




mp-tng- a pellicle within an outer 



pel 1 ic : le and below_ a me l ting tem perature of the pellicle to 
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3. (Original) The method of Claim l , wherein said heating 
heats the polymer layer between about AS to 150 degrees Celsius*, 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1, further 
comprising applying pressure to the reticle and the selected 
pellicle frame during said heating. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1, whex*ein the polymer 
layer comprises a thermoplastic, 

6. (Original.) The method of Claim 1, further comprising 
forming a hermetic seal between the reticle and the pellicle 
frame - 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1, further 
comprising cutting the polymer layer to match a bottom surface 
area of the selected pellicle frame. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1, wherein 
said heating is local to the polymer layer bonding the selected 
pellicle frame to the reticle. 

9-17 . (Canceled) . 
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10. (New) The method of Claim 1, wherein the pellicle is 
mechanically clamped within the outer pellicle frame and the 
inner pellicle frame, 

19. (New) The method of Claim i, wherein the inner 
pellicle frame has a lower coefficient of thermal expansion than 
the outer pellicle frame and the polymer layer. 

20. (New) The method of Claim 1, wherein the inner 
pellicle frame has a lower coefficient of thermal expansion than 
the polymer layer and the same coefficient of thermal expansion 
as the outer pellicle frame. 
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